Cook County-Grand Marais Economic Development Authority
January 12, 2021 – meeting conducted via Zoom
Present: Board members Scott Harrison, Howard Hedstrom, Anton Moody, Bev Green, Carol
Mork, Ann Sullivan
Others present: Executive Director Mary Somnis, Small Business Development Center
Representative Pat Campanaro, Elizabeth Glidden, deputy executive director and Ella Mitchell,
community development director for the Minnesota Housing Partnership, Sue Nichols and
minute taker Rhonda Silence
Meeting called to order by EDA President Howard Hedstrom at 4:01 p.m.
Public Comment – none
The EDA board welcomed new member Ann Sullivan, the county EDA representative.
Agenda & Minutes
Agenda reviewed.
Motion by Carol Mork second by Anton Moody to approve the agenda with addition of the
Northland Foundation grant for the Small Business Development Center. Motion carried, all
ayes.
Minutes of December 8, 2020 meeting reviewed. Motion by Carol Mork second by Anton Moody
to approve December 8, 2020 minutes. Motion carried, all ayes.
Minutes of the December 15, 2020 public hearing reviewed. Motion by Carol Mork, second by
Scott Harrison. Motion carried, all ayes.
NEW BUSINESS
Presentation by MN Housing Partnership about HRA
Elizabeth Glidden, deputy executive director and Ella Mitchell, community development director
for the Minnesota Housing Partnership (MHP) gave a presentation on their organization. They
gave a brief overview of what a Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) can look like
and what the Minnesota Housing Partnership can do for communities. They shared some
information on HRAs in Chisago County; Virginia; and in southeastern Minnesota. Different
HRAs have different authorities, but in general HRAs can sell, buy, lease and own properties.
They are able to do so because HRAs have unique financing and funding tools, such as levy
authority, special assessments, TIF, and state and federal funding.
The MHP representatives shared housing and wage data for Cook County.

They also talked about their work to date with EDA Director Mary Somnis. When MHP
advertised that there were funds available for the organization to work with communities
exploring the idea of forming an HRA, the EDA applied for technical assistance. The EDA was
awarded a grant to help determine if the community could benefit from the formation of an
HRA. MHP will work with the EDA until November 2021.
Glidden and Mitchell said the things to consider if an HRA were formed for Cook County and
Grand Marais are the geographic scope that would be included; would it be part of the EDA or
another board; and what programs would be offered.
To date, they have had meetings with Somnis, County Administrator James Joerke, and City
Administrator Mike Roth. They also gave a presentation to the county board in a Committee of
the Whole meeting. They were scheduled to give the presentation at the city council meeting on
January 13.
EDA President Howard Hedstrom asked about the next steps. Glidden and Mitchell will continue
to research options for Cook County/Grand Marais, but the next step would be for the city,
county and EDA to decide if it wants to move ahead with the formation of the HRA.
Consider request for housing development funds
Director Mary Somnis told the EDA board that a request had been received from Hedstrom
Lumber Company for $100,000 in housing development funds to build housing for employees.
Somnis said although Board President Howard Hedstrom is no longer employed at Hedstrom
Lumber, he has excused himself from the discussion. EDA Vice-Chair Anton Moody stepped up
as board chair for this agenda item.
Somnis said Hedstrom, Heidi Doo-Kirk, and Carol Mork served on the Business and Housing
Development Fund committee. Doo-Kirk is now off the EDA board and with Hedstrom not
participating, that left only Carol Mork on the committee, so Scott Harrison joined the committee
to review this application.
Harrison and Mork said they supported the Hedstrom Lumber project for a variety of reasons.
Harrison said first because it would be supporting manufacturing, which is a unique business in
the county. And second, Harrison said the lumber mill doesn’t just support its workers, but
loggers, truckers, Minnesota Department of Natural Resource workers and so on.
However, Harrison said he was not comfortable granting $100,000. He said the EDA business
and housing development fund total for 2021 is $100,000. The EDA has $60,000 remaining from
its 2020 fund. He said it would not be wise to use so much of the funding for one project so early
in the year and he suggested a grant of $50,000.
Harrison suggested another way to assist Hedstrom Lumber, as well as numerous other
businesses, through the county’s Revolving Loan Fund. He said if the Revolving Loan Fund
could reduce its coupon rates to 2 percent, it would give Hedstrom Lumber a reduction in its loan
payments and could make the housing project feasible for them. Harrison said he talked to

Auditor Braidy Powers, who oversees the fund, and heard support for the idea. Harrison is on the
agenda to talk to the Revolving Loan Fund committee this week.
Carol Mork added that the grant would be contingent on completion of the project.
Board Member Bev Green said she would not support a $100,000 loan, but $50,000 was more
reasonable. She said having housing for Hedstrom Lumber employees means other housing may
be available elsewhere for others. Board Member Anton Moody noted that the homes would
have a shared septic and well and asked if there was an option for expansion at some point.
Somnis said yes, the capacity is there.
Motion by Scott Harrison, second by Anton Moody to approve a grant not to exceed $50,000 to
Hedstrom Lumber Company for construction of employee housing. The grant request is
contingent on the county reducing the coupon rate for the Hedstrom Lumber Company loan from
the Cook County Revolving Loan Fund. The funds will be paid contingent on the company
purchasing the land, obtaining appropriate zoning permits, installing septic and water systems,
having homes in place and occupied. Motion carried, with Howard Hedstrom abstaining.
Consider autopay/electronic transactions for banking and credit card activities
Somnis said EDA bookkeeper Paul Goettl suggested setting up automatic payments for recurring
bills from Arrowhead Electric and True North Broadband. It was also suggested that the EDA
obtain a credit card to be used by management at Superior National at Lutsen. Bookkeeper Goettl
will continue to closely monitor transactions, but it will be a more efficient way to handle
expenses than having to get signatures on checks.
There were questions about who would be able to use the card. It was agreed that the EDA
should have a written policy for use. Director Somnis will put that together for board review.
Motion by Anton Moody, second by Carol Mork, to authorize EDA bookkeeper Paul Goettl to set
up automatic recurring payments for Arrowhead Electric and True North and to obtain a credit
card for use at Superior National at Lutsen. Motion carried, all ayes.
Consider request to change lots for previously approved offer
Sue Nichols joined the EDA meeting. She and her husband, Bill Nichols had submitted a
purchase offer for Lots 8 and 9, Block 5 in the Cedar Grove Business Park in May 2020. The
purchase of the lots for $50,000 was approved and the sale went to public hearing. However, Sue
Nichols told the EDA board that their company had determined that Lots 4 and 6, Block 7 would
better fit their needs. They asked for approval to purchase those lots instead. Nichols told the
EDA board that they understood that the lots they are now requesting are not next to one another.
Howard Hedstrom asked if another public hearing would be needed. Director Somnis said she
would research whether another hearing was needed or not.
Motion by Carol Mork, second by Bev Green, to approve the request and approve the sale of
Lots 4 and 6, Block 7 in place of the previous offer. Motion carried, all ayes.

Administer State of MN Business Relief Grants
Somnis told the board that the county had received $250,000 to be used for COVID-19 business
relief grants. The EDA has again been asked to administer the grants. Somnis, Small Business
Development Center Representative Pat Campanaro, Cook County Chamber director Jim Boyd
and County Administrator James Joerke are on the application review committee. The EDA can
request reimbursement for time spent on this, up to $6,000.
Motion to allow EDA Director Mary Somnis to administer the distribution of the MN Business
Relief grants. Motion carried, all ayes.
City of Grand Marais advertisement to fill board position
Somnis told the EDA board that the city had advertised for the EDA vacancy due to the passing
of Hal Greenwood. She said the EDA doesn’t have any input on the decision, but board members
can encourage people to apply.
Northland Foundation – Small Business Development Center
The EDA has received notification of funding for the Small Business Development Center,
which funds the work of SBDC Representative Pat Campanaro. Scott Harrison spoke with the
foundation and all seems to be in order.
Motion by Howard Hedstrom, second by Bev Green, to accept the Small Business Development
Center contract and funding. Motion carried, all ayes.
FINANCIALS
EDA Treasurer Scott Harrison presented financial information for Superior National at Lutsen
and Cook County/Grand Marais Economic Development Authority financials for December
2020. The golf course and EDA financial reports will be filed for the annual EDA audit.
Harrison also presented the draft three-year operating proforma for Superior National, as well as
the plan for capital expense purchases for the golf course.
The board reviewed the checks to be written for the invoices for the month. Motion by Ann
Sullivan, second by Carol Mork to approve checks for invoices as presented. Motion carried, all
ayes.
OLD AND ONGOING BUSINESS
Grand Marais Fire Redevelopment
Howard Hedstrom said this group had heard from one developer who is working on some
concept drawings, but there is nothing to attempt at this time.
Taconite Area Business Relief Loans
Pat Campanaro and Somnis said this plan is not being taken advantage of, but they believe it is
because of COVID-19 and business uncertainty, as well as other sources of financing available
due to the pandemic. They will continue to share information on this business loans with clients.

Cedar Grove Business Park
Somnis said she continues to try to coordinate storm water management in the business park. She
told the EDA board that although they thought the $15,000 price tag for individual lot owners to
complete storm water management plans, she has learned that is an average cost. She is looking
for ways to have several lot owners work together on a storm water plan at the same time as a
possible way to reduce that expense.
Somnis said she is working with the Cook County Chamber and the Greater MN Partnership to
introduce legislative language to amend the State of MN Greater MN Business Development
Public Infrastructure grant program. Current language includes restrictions on the use of these
properties, statewide. The new language will remove the restrictions 10 years after grant awards
if lots remain unsold and unused.
Other Old Business
There was nothing to report at this time on Assisted Living, Workforce Solutions and the
Creative Economy Collaborative.
Small Business Development Center Report
Small Business Development Center Representative Pat Campanaro shared a written report.
EDA Executive Director Report
In addition to the agenda items already discussed, Somnis reported that she had attended the last
meeting of the Revolving Loan Fund as requested that the fund be renamed in honor of Hal
Greenwood. She also attended a meeting with Senator Tom Bakk and Representative Rob
Ecklund, and another with Senator Susan Kent. She met with some potential developers; with the
Cook County Joint Powers Group; the North Shore Scenic Drive Council; the Grand Marais
Business Coalition; the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission; the Pandemic Economy
Group and others. She worked with WTIP on “Tip Jar” grants for local musicians, funded by an
anonymous donor. She was invited to join the board of the Upper Midwest Film Office, but
declined at this time.
OTHER BUSINESS
The next EDA meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 9, 2020 at 4 p.m. Mary Somnis will
be available for the WTIP interview on January 13.
Meeting adjourned at 6:01 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by
Rhonda Silence
Minutes & More

